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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JERUSALEM 01049 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UNRWA, IS, JO 

SUBJECT: UNHAPPINESS OVER UNRWA RATION CUTS 

1 . "AL QUDS" REPORTS APRIL 1 1 THAT REFUGEE LEADERS IN THE 
WEST BANK HAVE BEGUN TO ORGANIZE PROTESTS OF RATION CUTS 
AFTER RECEIVING UNRWA COMMISSIONER GENERAL MCELHINEY'S 
RESPONSE (COMMENT: OUTLINING BUDGETARY PROBLEMS) 

TO AN EARLIER PETITION. PROPOSED PROTESTS INCLUDE 
FREEZING OF WORKS AND SERVICES AND REFUSAL TO RESPOND TO 
DIRECTIVES OF UNRWA OFFICIALS, ACCORDING TO "AL QUDS." 

2. COMMENT: ABOVE PRESS REPORT GOES A BIT BEYOND RECENT 
COMMENTS TO US BY UNRWA WEST BANK OFFICIALS. THESE 
OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US HOWEVER, THAT MANY REFUGEES 

STILL RELY ON MINIMAL UNRWA FOOD RATIONS AND ARE RESENTFUL 
OF RECENT CUTS. THEY DID NOT SEEM TO FEAR THAT PROTESTS 
WOULD GET OUT OF HAND. 
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